It is an extremely interesting fact that there are districts within the confines of London in which, even after all correction has been made for the immigration of young adults and the proportion of the sexes, the death-rate is far lower than it is as an average over England and Wales. If we take to the two extremes we find that, while St. George-in-the-East has a corrected deathrate of 27*4, the Strand of 26'8, Limehouse of 26-9, and St. George, Southwark, 25*5, Wandsworth has one of only 13 2, Hampstead 12"2, and Stoke Newington the surprisingly low rate of 10"5. There are many causes which co-operate in producing these great differences, among which may he mentioned the varied incidence of poverty, over-crowding, drink, and -ia jurious trades, all of which tend to increase the death-*ate in the districts where they are more thanuBually As anyone knows who has carefully observed the difference between a cotton and a woollen shirt, the fibre of the wool remains elastic, and the fabric remains open even when it is wet, whereas cotton fibre under the influence of moisture becomes flabby, and the air is driven out from the interstices of the fabric, which becomes sodden and limp. In surgery gauze is much used as a means of draining cavities, and cotton wool is also much used in place of sponges. The inherent tendency, however, of cotton fibre to lose its elasticity when web very much interferes with the usefulness of all derivatives of cotton for the purposes mentioned.
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The iodoform gauze used for drainage has to be employed in considerable mass, the drainage really taking place between the layers rather than in the substance of the fabric, and as for the cotton 
